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Syllabus: SCS 100 Overview:  Hebrew Scriptures 


	
Dates/Time
January 6, 13, 20, 27, Feb 3, 2024
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

	Place - On Zoom 
  Sponsored by Unity of Gaithersburg 
  111 Central Ave
  Gaithersburg, MD

	Course Instructor 
Jane McCarthy, PhD, Licensed Unity Teacher 
Email: Jane.McCarthy@unf.edu
Cell:  240 460 5925 



Course Description
This course uses the term “Hebrew Scriptures” in place of the more commonly used term “Old Testament.”  Overview of the Hebrew Scriptures introduces the rich history of the Hebrew Scriptures, known in Hebrew culture as Tanakh, and provides a framework for future study. Learners will explore the history and development of the Hebrew Scriptures through stories, exploration of events, and discussion of the perspectives from which the books of the Law (Torah), the Prophets (Nevi’im) and the Writings (Kethuvim) were written. The course identifies the main story lines and historical periods of the Hebrew Scriptures.  It begins with the allegories of Genesis and traces the history of the Hebrew people from the call of Abraham through the Patriarchal period, the Exodus, the period of the Judges, the United Kingdom, the Divided Kingdom, the Exile, and the post-Exile period.

The course will include lecture, class discussion and small student discussion groups.  It will also include reading assignments from Reading the Bible Again for the First Time by Marcus Borg, Let there be Light by Elizabeth Turner as well as supplementary material.

Learning Objectives
On completion of the course, students will be able to:
· List the three divisions of the Hebrew Scriptures and be familiar with the books in these divisions. 
· Describe the time periods in the Hebrew Scriptures and explain their significance. 
· Describe how the the Hebrew Scriptures present the story of the evolution of the consciousness of humankind.
· Describe Israel’s history as told by the Hebrew Scriptures and the authors. 
About the Instructor
 I have been a member of Unity since 1978 when I joined the Unity Church of Washington DC.  Upon finding Unity I felt like I had come home for the first time.  Over the years I studied the principles by attending SEE classes at Unity Village and at Unity churches in DC, Fairfax, VA and Gaithersburg, MD.  With the mentorship of Rev. Roger Goodwin at Unity of Gaithersburg I finished my education as a Licensed Unity Teacher in 2010 and took an interst in teaching the SEE Bibble courses having made now several trips tot eh Middle Est visitng Biblical sites.  . Presently, I am a Professor at the University of North Florida where I teach online graduate nursing courses.  As a member of Unity of Gaithersburg, I continue on my path of truth by sharing insights of goodness and God in the world with others. I live in Olney, MD and enjoy tennis and swimming.     
Required Course Materials 
· The Bible  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
· Reading the Bible Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg

Recommended

· Let There be Light by Elizabeth Turner 
· The Genesis of Ethics: How the Tormented Family of Genesis Leads Us to Moral Development by Burton L. Visotzky



Course Requirements and Assignments
Students will be expected to: 
· Participate actively in each class session’s activities. 
· Complete reading assignments. 
· Participate in group discussions on Hebrew Scripture readings with analysis in class. 
· Submit a reflection paper after the completion of the course 200-500 words sharing your thoughts and feeling about the Hebrew Scriptures.  Discuss how, if at all, your view of the Hebrew Scriptures has evolved as a result of your study in this course. Due date will be determined in class.  Send paper via email to Jane.McCarthy@unf.edu  

Student Evaluation
· S (Satisfactory)  	met all requirements. 
· I (Incomplete)    	waiting for final assignment. 
· AU (Audit)  		not seeking credentialing (no assignments required)
· NC (No Credit) 	did not complete final assignment within three months of end of                	                        course and/or did not meet attendance requirements.   

Ten credits will be granted when the student has successfully completed the class.  Unless permission is requested and granted, students are expected to attend all five two-hour classes. 

Course Schedule and Assignments
The course is divided into ten units and will be covered in five two-hour sessions.  Below the topics for each unit is given along with assignments.  Students will complete a pre-test, presentation, post-test and reflection paper.

	Unit
	Topics
	Homework

	Unit 1
Hour 1
	Introductions – What is your view of the Bible, your history with Unity?
	Handouts: - Open book Pre-Test; Syllabus

	Hour 2
	Slides - The divisions of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) -Torah, Nevi’im, Kethuvim.

	Watch: 
You Tube C Hayes Lecture 3:  Genesis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANUD8IK12ms
Read: 
Borg - Chapters 1-4 (Background and Creation)
NRSV Bible – Genesis Chapters 1-4

	Unit 2
Hour 1
	Thougths on Borg chapters
1-3, 4 
Who wrote the Hebrew Bible?
Evolution of the Bible
	

	Hour 2
	The creation stories of Genesis
 
Group Discussion 1: Your thoughts about the Bible 

Group Discussion 2: Your interpretation of the Adam and Eve story 

	Watch: 
You Tube Dr. Christine Hayes Lecture 2 – The Hebrew Bible – Biblical Religion in Context - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRPqtGywkCw

Christine Hayes on Deuteronomy (lecture 11)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5y0_aBvEtI

Read:  Borg Chapter 5 The Pentateuch; NYT Dec 2021 – Moses Burning Bush 
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2021%2F12%2F31%2Fworld%2Fmiddleeast%2Fisrael-mount-sinai-burning-bush.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjane.mccarthy%40unf.edu%7Cfe3c0c2724d24ca91e0e08dbee127172%7Cdf29b2fa8929482f9dbb60ff4df224c4%7C1%7C0%7C638365535325526263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hgsg%2Fdk%2B3rXwpL8rCMPKb3gige4SNUoH4PF5mIowU5k%3D&reserved=0


	Unit 3
Hour 1
	Thoughts on Hayes lectures; Borg Chapter 5

The Bible as Stages of Development – Spiral Dynamics

-The Pentateuch by Borg

	

	Hour 2
	Judges through the United Kingdom

Group Discussion:  The Pentateuch  
	Watch: 
Dr Christine Hayes Lecture 15. The Non-literal Prophets 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBXCuyF_laE

Read: Borg Chapter 6 The Prophets

	Unit 4 
Hour 1
	Thoughts on Hayes lecture and Borg Chapter 6 

Nevi’im:  The Prophets

	

	Hour 2
	
Group Discussion: The Prophets
	Watch: 
Dr Christine Hayes – Esther, Ruth and Jonah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUN9e_m1izI

Read: Borg Chapter 7 Wisdom Literature
New York Times article on Job
Story of Ruth, Unity Magazine, Nov/Dec 2020 


	Unit 5 
Hour 1
	Thoughts on Hayes lecture and Borg Chapter 7; NYT  article and Story of Ruth 

Ketuvim:  The Wisdom Literature  
	

	Hour 2
	
Group Discussion: The Wisdome Literature 


	Reflection paper – due date to be determined

Open-book test review

Course Evaluation
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